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If I ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON
jjj, THEODORE SCHROEDER --

In the American Historical Magazine,
BBs Theodoro Sehrocdcr, a former S:ilt

i Lakor, contributes an interesting ar- -

BBC' (iclo on tlio origin of the Book ol
BB' Mormon. The first installment was
B, printed in The Tribnno of DecemberHj L Tho second one follows:

H'- -i From Spaulding to Rigdon.
Ettt When we digressed from tlio main
MiW Hues of our argument, Spaulding's re-- .

tr written story had boon traced into tho
hands of Robert Patterson, a Pittsburg

BflJ publisher, nnd this prior to Spaulding's
death in October, 1S1G. If the niann- -

BM ' script was never returned to JSpnuld- -

BflJ ing after its second submission lo
Patterson., then what became of it?

BBK John Millnr, who knew Spaulding at
' Amity-- , bailed him out of .iail when con- -

BB' fi nod "for dobt, made his coffin for him,
BBft and helped lay him in his grave, says
BBJ Spaulding told him " there was a man

J named Sidney Rigdon about the ofiice
BB (of Patterson), and they thought he

BP-- ' had stolen it" (the manuscript) (45).
BB Tho Rev. Cephus Dodd, a Presby- -

toriun minister of Amity'. Pa., as well
ft:' as a praetieinpj physician, attended

BB' Spaulding at his last sickness. As
V'. ftarly as 3832, when Morinonism was
Bi first attracting gonoral public attention,
ft' and two years prior to tho publication
ft1 of llowo's book, in which Spaulding's

BB ntory was first ventilated, this Mr. Dodd
BBV took Mr. Gcorgo M. French of AmityH, to Spaulding's grave, and there cx- -

BE pressed a positivo belief that Sidney
ft.1 Rigdon was tho arent wlio had trans- -

BKt formed Spaulding's manuscript into
B. the Book of Mormon. The date is
BB fixed by Mr. French through its prox- -

BBf imity to his removal to Amity; hence
B tho date given is probably correct (40").

H-"- . The conclusion thus expressed by Mr.
Hi Dodd in advance of all public disous- -

HT Eion or cvidonco is important, because
BB of what is necessarily implied in it.
BH First, it involved a comparison bolwoen
BB' Spaulding's literary production and
BB the Book of Mormon, with a discovered

Vki similarity inducing conviction that tho
HU latter was a plagiarism from the for- -

BB, mor. This comparison presupposes a
ft knowledge of tliu contents of Spauld- -

BBj ing's rewritten manuscript. Tho sce- -

Hj ' ond and most important, deduction is
B ' to be made from the assertion that Sid- -

ft.. uey Rigdon was tho connecting link in
BE tho plagiarism. Such a conclusion must
ft' have had a foundation in Mr, Dodd's

Hr. mind, nnd could have arisen only if he
ft? was possessed of personal knowledge

BB of what he considered reliablo infor- -

Bft mation creating a conviction in his
BB mind of the probability- - of Siduoy Rig- -

BB don's connection with tho matter. This
Bff ,

' conclusion, if not made on independent
BB'- . ovidence, in all human probability had
ft , no less significant foundation than a
ft ! confidence in tho accuracy' of Spauld- -

ft' ' ing's expressed suspicion to the effect
ft i that Rigdon hud stolen the manuscript

BB 'from the printing ofiice. Thus ac- -

BB counted for, Dr. Dodd's statement has
BBi Icsh force than if presumed to have
Hf-- been made on independent evidence,

Bf' 3'et it confirms Joseph Miller's statc- -

Bft meat that Spaulding suspected Rigdon,
BB; and thnt sus)icion must be accounted
BBL . for by those who den' Rigdon 's pros--

Bflf- enee m PitUiburg- prior to 1821.
H How Ahout Sidney Eigdon?

B v "Was Spaulding's expressed suspicion
B: that Rigdon had stolen his manuscript

BB from the printing office well founded?
BB Wo can nover know upon what evidence
BB..' tho accusation was made, but wo may
BB: iiuuirc into tho probative force of
ft such new corroborative evidenco as has

BV been adduced since Spaulding's death.
Bw Sidncj' Rigdon was born February-Bft- ;

- 19, 1703, in Piny Fork of Peter's
BK Creek, Saint Clair township, Allegheny

Bi county, P:u. which placo is vari- -

BB ously" estimated at from six to twelve
ft miles distant from Pittsburg. At least

BBBft until ISip. thnt being tho dale of the
BBBBfl denth of'his father, and his own ISth
BflBftB year, Rigdon remained on tho farm

BBBft with his parents
BBBft According to the Mormon account,

BBBBBJ Rigdon was licensed an a Baptist
BBBBBJ preacher fourteen years before becum- -

BBBBBJ nig a Mormon This would make
BBBBBJ tho dato 1SIG, tho same yoar in Oc- -

tober of v.'hich Spaulding died, it being
BBBBftj Rigdon 's 24th year, and the samo year
BBBBBJ In which he stole from tho publishing
BBBBBJ office of Patterson tho manuscript of

BBBft Spaulding, if the bitter's suspicions
BBBft shall prove woll founded. A very op- -

BBBft portuno time, he it observed, for the
BBBft giving of attention to religious sub- -

BBBBBJ jocis.
BBBBBJ Acconling to another account and
BBBBBJ porhaps the more accurate one. Rigdon
BBBBBJ joined the Baptist church May 31,
Bflflflftj 1817, (no) a Welsh clorgyman, Rev.
BBBBBJ David Phillips, being hia pastor (51).
BBBBBJ This church was located near whero tho
BBBBBJ neighboring hamlet of Library is now
BBBBBJ Situated. Rigdon 5 'began to talk in
BBBBBJ public on religion soon after his ad- -

BBBBBJ 'mission to the church, probably at his
BBBBBJ own instance, as thorc is no record of
BBBBBJ his license" (52).
BBBBBJ Tho following year (1818) Rigdon
BBBBBJ left ho farm and took up his residence
BBBBBJ and the study of divinity with tho Rev.
BBBBBJ Andrew Clark at Sharon, Beaver conn- -

BBBBBJ ty, Pa., (53) whoro. in March. 1819, he
BBBBBJ was licensed as u Baptist (5-1- I am
BBBBBJ informed by Sidney Rigdou's son that
BBBBBJ in 1818 his father mado a lengthv visit
BBBBBJ to PiltBburg. In May, 1819, Rigdon

BBBBJI moved to Warren, Trumbull county,
0., where, iu July, he took up his resi

dence with the Rev. Adamson Bcntley.
lato of "disciple" fame (55). and
was hero ordained a regular Baptist
preacher (5G). Whilo thus situated
Rigdon met, and on Juno 12, 1S20,
married Phoebe llrook (57), who was
a sistor to iMrs. Bentley (5S). Rigdon
continued his preaching hereabouts, not
appearing to have any regular charge
until Folmiary, 1S22." In November,
1S21, he received a. call from the First
Baptist church of Pittsburg, which was
accepted, active duties commencing
February. 1S22, (59) and according to
Joseph "Smith ended August, 1S24, at
which time Rigdon was expelled for
doctrinal error (GO). Another account
fixes the date of his being deposed as
October 11, IS23 (61). Thereupon
Rigdon, Alexander Campbell and Wal-
ter Scott organized the "Christian
church," otherwise known as "Dis-
ciples" and, with his following, Rig-

don secured the courthouse in Pitts-
burg iu which to do his preaching, at
tho same time working as a journeyman
tanner (G2) with his brother-in-law- ,

Mr. Brooks (G3). Mr. Lambdiu,
through whom Iiigdon is supposed to
havo secured access to the Spaulding
manuscript, and of whom more shall be
written later on, died August 1, 1825,
(G-l- .and in 1S2G Rigdon returned to
Bninbridge, Geauga county. 0. (65).
Iloro ho soon met Orson Hyde, who be-

came a student of divinity at Mr. Rig-don'-

with a view, as Hyde sa3's, of
entering tho ministry. Except for a
liltlo "Campbellilo preaching which
lie did under Rigdon rs guidance, Ity'do
never appears to have entered any min-
istry except the Mormon. Tn 1S29
Ity'do became a boarder in Rigdon 's
family, and iu 1830 (6G) he was al-

most miraculously converted to Mor-
mon ism, and still later became one of
the first "quorum" of apostles in the
Mormon church. Rigdon died Julv
14, 187G (G7).
Eigdon's Prior Religions Dislionesty.

There arc two circumstances of tho
above narrative which need a little fur-
ther elucidation, since thct impressions
which Rigdon niade upon his discerning
intimates during his earlier life may
havo some bearing upon tho force to bo
given to the circumstantial evidence
concerning his after life.

As to Rigdon 's conversion to tho
Baptist church so very soon after the
tiino when Spaulding expressed the
suspicion that Rigdon had stolen his
manuscript, the Rov. Samuel Williams,
in his "Morinonism Exposed," ?ays:
"Ifo (Rigdon) professed to experience
a change of heart when a young man,
nnd proposed to join tho church under
the care of Elder David Phillips. But
there "ivns so much miracle about his
conversion, and so much parade about
his profession, that the pious and dis-
cerning pastor entertained serious
doubts at the timo in regard to tho
genuineness of the work, lie was re-

ceived, however, b3' the church and
baptized b' the pastor with some fears
and doubts upon his mind. Ver3r soon,
Diotrophos-liko- , ho began to put him-
self forward and seek
and was well-nig- h supplanting the
tired and faithful minister who had
reared and nursed and led the church
for a long scries of years. So thorough-
ly convinced was Father Phillips by
this time that he was not possessed of
tho spirit of Christ, notwithstanding
his miraculous conversion and llippant
speech, that he declared his belief
'that as long as he (Sidno3r Rigdon)
should livo. he would bo a curse to tho
church of Christ' " (GS).

Concerning Rigdon '3 expulsion or
resignation from tho Baptist church,
tho Mormons declaro that it was
caused by Rigdon 's refusnl to cithor ac-
cept or leach the doctrine of infant
damnation. Dr. Winter, in the courso
of a historical notice of tho First Bap-
tist church of Pittsburg, says: "When
Holland Sumner dealt with 'Rigdon for
his bad teachings, and said to him:
'Brother Rigdon, 3'ou never got into
a Baptist church without relating your
Christian xperiencos,' Rigdon replied:
'When I joined the church at Peter's
Creek I know I could not be admitted
without an experience, so I made up
one to suit the purpose; but it was all
made up and was of no use, nor true.'
This I havo just copied from an old
memorandum as taken from Sumner
himself" (G9V

The first of these accounts was pub-
lished in 1S12, tho last in January,
1875, and Rigdon livod until July 14,
187G. Whilo one H. A. Dunlavy of
Lebanon, 0., did, in tho March num-
ber of tho same paper, publish an apol-
ogy for Rigdon 13' wa3' of answer to
the article of Dr. Winter, 3'ot neither
Dunlavy nor Rigdon over douied the
facts alleged therein. Wo must, there-
fore, accept tho facts stated as truo,
and UiC3r fasten upon Rigdou such re-
ligious dishonesty as establishes his
willingness to be a party' to a religious
fraud iu kind like the 0110 here charged
against him.

This, then, brings us to tho question
of what, if anj--

, onortnnity Rigdon
had for stealing Spaulding's manuscript
from Patterson's publishing ofiice.
Eigdou Had Opportunity to Steal the

Manuscript.
It has been frequently charged that

Sidney Rigdon lived in Pittsburg and
was connected with the Patterson print- -

ing ofiice during 1S15 and 1S1G. To
this charge Rigdon, under dato Com-

merce (I'll.), May 27, 1339, makes the
following denial:

It Is only necessary 10 say In relation
to tho whole story about SpaiiUUne's
wiltlngn lolnjr In tho linmls of Mr. n,

who was then In Pittsburg, and
who Is snlil to have kept a private print-
ing ofiice, and my saylntc thnt I was con-
nected with the same office, etc., etc., is
tho most ImsQ of lies, without even the
shadow of truth. Thoro was no man
by the name of Patterson during my resi-
dence In Pittsburg who had a prinlin?:
ofiice: what might have been before I

lived there, I know not. Mr. Robert Pat-
terson. I was told, had owned a printing
office before 1 lived In that city, but had
been unfortunate In business and failed
before my residency In Pittsburg This
Mr. Patterson, who was a Presbytorlan
preacher. I had a very slight acquaint-
ance with during my residence there. He
was then acting under an agency In the
book nnd stationery business, and was
tho owner of no property of any kind,
printing office, or anything else during
the time l resided hi that city. If I wore
to say thnt I ever hoard of the Rev. Solo-
mon Spaulding and his hopeful wife until
Dr. P. Hurlburt wrotu his lie about me,
I should bo a liar like unto themselves.

Tho" evidence upon which is based
tho charge of Rigdon having a per-
manent residence in Pittsburg during
the j'ears in question, or his connection
with Patterson's printing ofiice, is so
unsatisfacloo' that these issues must
bo found in favor of Eigdon's denial,
even iu spite of tho conclusion as to
his guilt, which is to bo hereafter set
forth, and his personal interest.

Rigdon, it will be remembered, lived
within from six to ten miles of Pitts-
burg during the years in question.
Pittsburg was the only town of conse-
quence, and the family's place of bid-
ing and selling. Rigdon would of
necessity' make many friends in the
city', anil it would not be strango if al-

most cvcr'bod3' knew him and he knew
all of the prominent citizens. In 1S10
Pittsburg hnd onb' about 4000 inhab-
itants, and in 1S20 had but 7248.

The very prevalent notion as to Rig-don- 's

connection with the Patterson
publishing establishment must have had
some origin, which, in all probability',
would bo Rigdon 's close friendship for
E01110 who were, in fact, connected with
it. Upon this theor3' 011I3' can wo ac-

count for such a general impres-
sion (71).

It might bp- woll, before entering
upon that subject, to fix in our minds
Paltorson's business mutations. In
1812 Patterson was in the book busi-
ness in tho firm of Patterson & Hop-
kins. Thoy had then in their employ
one J, Harrison Lambdin, he being a.

lad of 14. Jauuary 1, 181S, Lambdin
was taken into tho partnership of Pat-
terson & Lambdin, which firm succeed-
ed R. and J. Patterson. R. Patterson
had in his omplo' one Silas Englcs as
foreman printer and superintendent of
the printing business, As such, the
Jailer decided upon tho propriety', or
otherwise of publishing manuscripts
when offered. The partnership of Pat-
terson & Lambdin "had under its con-
trol tho book store on Fourth street,
a book bindcr3r, a printing office (not
newspaper, but job office undor tho
uamo of Battler & Lambdin), entrance
in Diamond allc3', and. a steam paper
mill on tho Allcghcii3r (under the name
of R. and J, Patterson)" (72). Pat-
terson & Lambdin continued in business
until 1823. Lambdin died August 1,
1S25, in his 27th year. Silas Eagles
died July 17, 1S27, in his 4Gth year.
R. Patterson died September 5, 1S54,
in his 82nd year (73).

Eiffdon's Only Denial Analyzed.
Let us now anal3'ze Mr, Rigdon 's

denial of 1S39 as quoted above. Rigdou
was an edncatcd man, a controvcr-salis- t

in religion, and at the date of
tho denial ho was also a. Iaw3'cr.
Therefore we. aro justified in holding
him in a strict accountability- - for all
that is necessarily implied from what
ho sa3's or omits to say, as we could
not, in justice, do with a Inyiuau.

Rigdon's first denial js.ol! the "Slor'
about Spaulding's writings being in
tho hands of Patterson," This stor3'
ia ostabliBhcd b3r tho evidence already
adduced and some besides, even to tho
satisfaction of most Mormons.

'Tho ncgativo of this proposition Mr.
Rigdon, if he was a stranger to the of-
fice, as is claimed, could not possibly
assert as .a matter within his own
knowledge. If Rigdon had in his mind
any fact upon which ho justified this
assertion, it could onby have been a
knowledge that tho manuscript wns at
the printing ofiice of Battler & Lamb-
din, not knowing that that office was
controlled by Patterson.

Tho aecond denial in Rigdon's stal.o-mon- t

is: "There was no man by tho
name of Patterson during my residence
in Pittsburq who had a printing office. "
Tho foregoing account of Paltorson's
business affairs is made up from the in-

formation possessed b3' Patterson's
family and an cmplo3'cc. It must,
therefore, bo accepted as correct Hero
again Rigdon's denial can bo accounted
for 13' assuming his ignorance of Pat-
terson's interest in tho printing ofiice
known as Buttler & Lambdin. Rig-
don's son says Rigdon lived in Pitts-
burg in IS 18. Church biographers al-

lege that ho preached thoro regularly
after January 28, 1822. During 1S18
and 1822 Patterson was in tho printing

business, and Rigdou's statement must '."""-- ' V Xi
be deemed untrue. V1. .2

Howe, in his "Mormonisnl Unveiled" j "V.
(74), did, as early as 1S34. charge that '..'f-1;'

Iiigdon had been "on intimate tonus" '. r;ft'
with Lambdin. This statement in many ? .lifs"
forms has been ver3v often republished ' '

since, and between 1831 and 1S7G, tho .

year of Rigdon's death. During theso
i'orty'-tw- vcars Rijjdon never record- - ;..
cd a deniai. That fact 111113, therefore, V.-
bo taken as true. If Rigdon was on ,

terms of intimac3 with Lambdin, and , '"v.".!
Lambdin, at the time of that intimacy, '.

as is clearty established and undouicd,
was connected with Patterson in tho ,"lr;Y'''
publishing business, Rigdou, being inti- -

mate with him, must have known sonic-- ;ti i.'--.
thing of Patterson's business, and as- - '"l'
suming his mental faculties unimpaired, . ;fi. -
ho, in the statement under consider- - w.
ntion, must have told what he knew - J
was untrue, justity'ing himself by tho
apparent cvidonco in his favor that " v "j--

Patterson's printing ollice was not run
in his own name. "

- ,V.-- 'Av';
Rigdon '3 third matter of denial re-- ' ". Ajfe;"'

laics to his own admission of a con- - - . J'V
nection with Patterson's printing
establishment. This denial we must ac- - .7:5fcpt
copt as true, sinco no one to whom ho
is alleged to have made the admission
has ever recorded his evidence, and tho ' 'V'
hcarsa3 statements without certainty j. i
of origin are too indefinite to bo en- - VSj&X
titled to weight. 4 'i.Sv

This paragraph above quoted and ifithus anah'zeu absoluleb" denies noth- - .ii-- v

ing in the" remotest degree cssontial to :--

tho real issues involved in the charge
J $

of plagiarism under investigation, and ' &iL
is absolute- - the only recorded public :r;Si'vU;
denial over made b3r Iiigdon, though ; jy'''j'.'
from 1S34 lo 1S76 he was almost con- - T 'HT :J-
tinually under tho fire of this charge,
reitorated in various forms and with 'Z' ..
var3ring proofs. ; 5$ 'j v

Rigdon and Lambdin in 1815. , - T'.
Heretofore we havo argued that by j'';

his silence Rigdon admitted his intiina- - .
cy with Lambdin, (who was) successive- - wGk;
Iv Patterson's cmplo3eo and partner "iagpr
from 1812 to 1S23. The carlv writers all
1S12 to 1S23. The early writers all
treated the intimac3 between Rigdon .'fr:,
and Lambdin us a nialter apparently 'r 'k-Sf-

Ion well known to need proof. Vet wo 'ivneed not rely upon th:it, nor even Rig- - ; "

don's failure lo doiiy, since more defi- - nyii
aitc evidence has been preserved. - :'.vWzyr

Mlrs. R. J. Eichbaum. under dulo of "f--

Pittsburg, September 18, 1879, leaves 'g.-.-

us this vcr3 convincing statement: 'f?
My father. John Johnston, was post- - ';'"$BBSf

master at Pittsburg for about eighteen '"'"iTyears, from 1801 to 1822. My husband, JwEra
William 12lchbaum, succeeded him, and ', "JfL.y
was postmaster for about eleven years, ; t

from 1S22 to 1S33 I was born August 25. . ':' 'jc17U2, and when I became old enough I ,!stassisted my father in attending to the 1 &
postoflice, and became familiar with lilii
duties. From 1SU to 1810 I was the regu- - ' . fyg?
lar clerk in the office, assorting, making v.??up, dispatching, opening, and distributing 'ji-- i

tho malls. Pittsburg was then a small S'i&'i- -
town, and I was well acquainted with all ' vifV'V
the stated visitors at the office who called ;QK
regularly for their malls. So meager at ''1SSc5
that time were the mails that I could ; ,.a"rW
generally toll without looking whether tv?r
or nol there was anything for such per- - - ; iS5?ia
sons, though I would usually look In order
to satisfy them. I was married In 1S15, .vv5S?5
and the next year my connection with
tlio office ceased, except during tho ab- - ?Sr?f
sence.4 of my husband. I knew and dls- - 'ffiaSs
linclly remember Robert and Joseph
Patterson, J. Harrison Tambdtn, Silas
ICngles and Sidney Klgdon. I remember ' SM
Rev. Mr, Spaulding, but simply as 0110 urcwho occasionally called lo inquire for itfiV"
letters. I remember there wns an evident it!
Intlmncy between Lambdin and Rigdon. - H
They very often came lo the ofiice Co- - jCSgether. I particularly remember jjmt they 'jfeSTSs
would thus come during tho hour on AAfltw
Sabbath afternoon when tho office was

' vjyaSK'1
required to be open, and I remember feel- - 'SSt-- i

ing suro that Rev. Mr. Patterson know CJk?nothing of this, or ho would havo put
a stop to It. I do not know what position, .,vVc
If any, Rigdon tilled In Patterson's storo 'lu?or printing office, but am well assured ''
he was frequently, if not constantly, there .
for a large part of the time when I was rOT&
clerk In the postoflice. 1 recall Mr. Engles : '?2caEsaying that "Rigdon was always hanging Tji"Sft'
around the printing office." He was con- - '
nected with the tannory before he became v &'
a preacher, though ho may have con- - v 'Sid -

tinued the business whilst preaching (75). - . o 'yWhile this does not establish that 'M'Sidney Rigdou had a permanent abode V.'VS:
in Pittsburg, nor that ho was connected
with Patterson's printing establish- -

mont, it 3ct explains why seemingly '"

everybody who knew him reached that 'Wk$&conclusion. It also establishes layout!
doubt his undeniable intimac3' with
Lambdin and Englcs, and 1)3 reason
thereof, his possible access to Spauld- - -
ing's manuscript, and doubtless is 0110
of tho circumstances leading Spauld- - V - SSft
ing to suspect Rigdon of the theft.
Rigdon Exhibits Spaulding's Maim- -

script. ' ''$25?

It will be remembered that in 1S22- - "$$PPr'
23, Rigdon was a Baptist preacher in " - i&T A
Pittsburg. Tho Row John Winter, M. - Jtr'.D., one of western Pennsylvauia.'a early ' "

preachers, was then (1S22-3- ) a school '"J:-fi'-
teacher in Pittsburg. Dr. Winter died
at Sharon, Pa., in 187S. -

On one occasion during this period ' tV,
(1822-3- ) Dr. Winter was in Rigdon's
stiuty' when the latter took from his - 'jvV
desk a largo manuscript, and said, sub- - '

stnntially, that a Presbyterian minister - '

named Spnulding, whose health had '
failed, brought it to u printer to see if .,

"

it would nol pay to publish it. "It ia ' ; '
a romance of the Bible." Dr. Winter . "


